John M. Willis is an associate professor of history at the University of Colorado, Boulder, who
specializes in the histories of the modern Middle East, Arabian Peninsula, and Muslim South
Asia in a global register. He received his Ph.D. in History and Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies
from NYU. He is the author of Unmaking North and South: Cartographies of the Yemeni
Past(2012) and is currently working on two book projects: Meccan Variations: Islam and

Politics in Other Spaces and Cosmopolitanism in Translation: Muhammad Igbal in the Arab
World.



