Opening Pandora’s Box: Al, ChatGPT, and the Mystery of Consciousness”
Tuesday, 16 April 2024,11:00 am-12:15 pm

In light of the emergence of ChatGPT and the hysteria around it, it would not be an understatement to
suggest that we are getting close to Alan Turing’s dream of creating an intelligent machine. Yet, one wonders
if it would ever be possible to develop an Al with a human-level consciousness, as proclaimed by such Al
enthusiasts as Kurzweil, Bostrom, Harari, and others. In this talk, | argue that this is an impossible dream
which rests on a fundamental misunderstanding concerning the nature of consciousness. In contrast to
most contemporary theories of consciousness that either treat it as an “epiphenomenon” or “psychologize”
it in terms of qualia and subjective feel, | argue that consciousness is always fundamental, at once self-
luminous and self-cognizant. | also argue that the problem of Al ultimately hinges on how we define our
values, which ultimately determine what it means to be human in a technocentric world.



